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society is, in fact, the old Calvinistic doctrine of total depravity, masquerad- 
ing in the garb of ' sociology. ' 

But it must not be thought that there is nothing good in the book. On 
the contrary, in describing the means by which society exercises control 
over the individual, the author gives a good deal of information which will 
doubtless be useful to young students of social life. He describes the 
phenomena of government, of law, of religion and the church, considered 
as agents for preserving order and also the influence of education, custom, 
art, and other agencies whose effect is more indirect. It must be said, 
however, that there is nothing new or original in his remarks on these sub- 
jects, and hence his work, whatever value it may have for students, will 
have no effect on the progress of thought on the problems of social life. 

James B. Peterson. 

Die Dogmen der Erkenntnisiheorie. Von Fred Bon. Leipzig, Wil- 

helm Engelmann, 1902. — pp. viii, 349. 

Since the days of Plato the philosophical dialogue has often been chosen 
as a method of exposition, but during the past century it has somewhat 
fallen from favor. Writers have seemed to feel that the gain in vivacity 
and in human interest was more than outweighed by the increased difficulty of 
clear and systematic treatment. Its decline in popularity renders the pres- 
ent choice of the dialogue on the part of Herr Bon the more daring, and 
in one respect his selection of the literary form for his work is justified by 
the result. His disputants, of which there are two, have sufficient indi- 
viduality to make them seem more or less alive. They are not mere pegs 
upon which to hang arguments, and this impresses one as especially for- 
tunate, when one considers the character of the arguments presented. 
The objection to most dialogues, even to some of Plato's, is that all the 
participants save one are men of straw set up for the especial purpose of 
being knocked down by the destined victor. In the present case, however, 
so far as arguments go, there is little choice between the disputants — 
both are equally deserving of defeat. Of course one of them escapes his 
just deserts, annihilates all objections to his own theories, and even suc- 
ceeds in converting his opponent to the major part at least of his views; 
but one constantly feels that, like some of the heroes of Greek tragedy, he 
could never have thus succeeded without the direct intervention of the gods. 

The book is prefaced by an interesting allegory which seems to describe 
the assaults of the dogmatists upon the upholders of the true doctrine, and 
even to suggest that the struggle is not yet ended. The book proper is 
divided into five discussions of the dogmas of Berkeley, Hume, Aris- 
totle, Kant, Locke, and Descartes respectively. All of these writers are 
defended by the bearer of what is under the circumstances the strange 
name of Misodogmos. Episthemos, on the other hand, attacks one after 
another of the theories advanced by his opponent, all of which he classes 
together under the opprobrious title of epistemology, the modern form of 
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sophistry. The true doctrines, on the contrary, have nothing to do with 
epistemology ; they are scientific, and to arrive at them one needs first of 
all technical knowledge. Some men of science have fallen into the errors 
of the epistemologists, the technician never. The theories thus obtained 
are grouped around an assumption of the most nai've type of the existence 
of something transcendent which is yet immediately known to us. The 
main thesis and its corollaries, all of which are justified on the ground of 
biological necessity, are presented in so crude a form and with so little 
understanding of the subjects discussed that their reproduction or criticism 
would be a thankless task. 

Grace Neal Dolson. 
Wells College. 
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